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LEONIDAS HOPKINS ANDREWS
By JoHN L Ric
Leonidas Hopkins Andrews, an active member of the South Carolina Bar
Association, for more than twenty-five years, and always a courteous gentleman of the old school, died in Columbia on May 4th, 1953.
"Doe" Andrews, as he was affectionately known to his many friends, was
born in Greenwood County, near Epworth, in South Carolina, on September
27, 1884. He was the son of Rlihu Andrews, of Edgefield, S. C., and Emma
Catherine Sims, of Newberry. He was raised in a home of culture and Christian influence, which made a profound imprint upon his life. Mr. Andrews
received his early education at the Greenwood High School, from which he
was graduated with high honors. He then attended business college in Columbia, and later attended Washington and Lee University. Upon completing his studies at Washington and Lee University, Mr. Andrews returned to
his native State, South Carolina, and entered upon the practice of law in
Columbia, where he practiced until his death.
In addition to his achievements at the Bar, Mr. Andrews was a very efficient Court Stenographer; and on many occasions acted as Court Stenographer
in the Court presided over by the writer of these lines. He was always efficient and courteous in performing his duties.
In 1922 Mr. Andrews married Miss Lala Jones, in Augusta, Georgia. His
wife is the daughter of the late William Townsend Jones, who was for many
years a prominent doctor of Laurens, South Carolina, and whose family had
many connections with distinguished citizens of Laurens and Greenwood Counties. Mr. Andrews is survived by his widow, one son, William Jones Andrews,
of Orangeburg, and one step son, Earl M. Caine, of Columbia. Mr. Andrews
was an active member of the Washington Street Methodist Church, of Columbia.
He had a high regard for truth and honor. He believed that every man
must respect himself, that the most important thing in life is the observance
of that code of ethics which has guided true gentlemen for generations. He
believed with the poet that
"Honor and fame from no condition rise,
Act well your part, there all the honor lies."
He had no false sense of his own importance, but believed that the humblest
man can make his own place in the world; that no matter what may be his
station, if he be truthful, honorable, and self respecting, he is worthy of the
esteem of gentlemen.
Mir. Andrews was always genial, kind and gentle, and these fine characteristics, with his many others, won for him a large circle of friends, who mourn
his passing. Indeed, South Carolina has lost a good man, and the Bar an
honorable lawyer, whose life was above reproach.
He rests in Jones Cemetery at Ware Shoals, South Carolina.
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EMERSON LANCOE ARD
BY M. A. SHuLER

Emerson Lancoe Ard was a son of L. L. Ard and Addie Edwards Ard, and
was born at Ards Cross Roads between, Hemingway and Johnsonville, South
Carolina, on December 24, 1898.
Mr. Ard attended Old Johnsonville High School and was graduated in June,
1913. He matriculated at the University of South Carolina, but before graduation, he enlisted for service in World War I. He entered service April 19,
1917, and served as a Seaman Second Class for a portion of the time, and in
1919, when he was discharged, he was serving as a Pharmacist Mate. He
thereupon returned to the University of South Carolina and in June, 1921,
was awarded his A.B. Degree and his LL.B. Degree.
Mr. Ard was admitted to the Bar in June, 1921, and on June 20, 1921, he
began the practice of law at Hemingway. In 1921, he was elected a member
of the House of Representatives from Williamsburg County and served one
term in the House. A little later, he was elected to the State Senate and served
eight years.
Mr. Ard was interested in public matters and devoted much of his time to
the public. In addition to his service in the General Assembly, he served in
the following capacities:
He served as Chairman of the Board of Trustees for the Hemingway Schools
for nineteen years.
He was a member of the American Legion beginning immediately after
World War I, being Post Commander of the Post in Kingstree and later
Post Commander of the Hemingway Post No. 84.
He was Attorney for the Town of Hemingway from the time that he began his law practice until his death.
Mr. Ard assisted in organizing the Hemingway Depository and served it
until its liquidation in the following capacities: Director, Attorney, Vice-President and President. Upon its liquidation, he assisted in forming Anderson State
Bank, and served on its Board of Directors and also as its Attorney.
He was Mayor of the Town of Hemingway from 1940 to 1946. During his
administration, the Town Hall and Fire Station were built; the Town Jail
was remodeled; and the Waterworks and Sewage System extended and improved.
A Civitan Club was organized, and Mr. Ard served as its first President.
Mr. Ard served as a Steward of the Hemingway Methodist Church for fifteen years.
In May, 1951, Mr. Ard was elected the Citizen of the Year by the Civitan
Club.
Beginning in 1931, Mr. Ard served as Executive Committeeman from the
Hemingway Club for twenty years, and in 1944, was elected Executive ComI
mitteeman for the Democratic Party from Williamsburg County.
Mr. Ard was engaged in many other activities of a public nature, and was
always happy rendering service for others.
Mr. Ard's first wife was Miss Louise Fore, of Latta. There are four children in the family: Miss Christine Ard, of the Columbia Hospital; Mr. Emerson L. Ard, Jr., a graduate of the Law School of the University of South
Carolina; Mr. Wendell L. Ard, a member of the High School Faculty of Lake
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View; and Mr. Jerry Ard, a student at Clemson .College. Some years after
the death of Mrs. Louise Fore Ard, Mr. Ard married Miss Hazel Brown, of
Marion. Mr. Ard died on June 15, 1952, and he'is survived by his widow Mrs.
Hazel Brown Ard and the four children named above.
During the last two or three years of Mr. Ard's life, he was ill, and conducted his business to a large extent from his bedside. His relatives and
friends could not understand how he could hold on and work as much as he
did. His tenacity of purpose and his willingness to spend and be spent for the
benefit of others was a great inspiration to his family and his friends. He
was a faithful public servant, and he will be greatly missed in Hemingway, in
Williamsburg County, and in the State for many years.

ENRIC ALLEN BLACKWELL
By G.

TRugrra SMITH

Enric Allen Blackwell, member of the Richland County and State of South
Carolina Bars, departed this life on October 19, 1952, at his home in Eau Claire,
South Carolina. His final resting place is Elmwood Cemetery, Columbia, S. C.
During his entire adult life, Mr. Blackwell was engaged in the active practice of law, with especial emphasis in his latter years on commercial law. For
a quarter of a century or more he was a representative here of American Lawyers
Company, Forwarders List Company, Columbia Directory Company, and of
numerous commercial agencies, his ratings with said companies always being
of the very highest,
Mr. Blackvell was a native South Carolinian, having been born in Abbeville County, South Carolina, April 10, 1891, the son of George Foster Blackwell and Frances McAllister Blackwell. This was also the birthplace of his
mother, but his father was a son of the neighboring State of Georgia. Mr.
Blackwell was educated in the public schools of Abbeville County, and the
University of South Carolina. In 1913 he received from the latter named institution the degree of Bachelor of Laws, having previously been awarded the
Bachelor of Arts degree. While he was attending the law school he was
employed as office boy by the firm of Barron, McKay, Frierson, and McCants,
Attorneys. He began the practice of law for himself associated with the late
Halcott B. Thomas, Esquire. Thereafter, for many years he practiced alone.
I myself had the pleasure and privilege of having been associated with Mr.
Blackwell in the practice of law for several years. By his family lineage and
his connections, aside from his own practice, he was closely associated with
the practice of law, having a brother, nephew, and other near relatives who
were and are actively engaged therein.
While at the Columbia Bar, Mr. Blackwell engaged in the trial of many
cases, being a specialist in the field of the civil law. He was an astute and
learned scholar, and he is remembered by many as a "Lawyer's Lawyer," indicating that many lawyers asked his opinion on cases in which they were
interested. His pleadings were noted for their brevity and conciseness. For
a long period of time Mr. Blackwell was attorney for Eau Claire, dispatching
with clarity the legal business of the Town.
In October, 1929, Mr. Blackwell was married to Miss Willie M. Riser. No
children were born of this marriage, but he is survived by his wife and a
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large family connection, among which'are Mr. W. L. Blackwell, Columbia,
S. C.; Mr. Foster Blackwell, Charlotte, N. C.; and Mr. Joe Blackwell, Miami,
Florida, being brothers, and Mrs. Lloyd B. Williams, Charleston, S. C., a sister.
While Mr. Blackwell was not himself an athlete, like so many fellow Americans, he was an avid follower and enthusiast of all sports, particularly professional baseball. Though always active in the practice of law, and as is so
often the case with many lawyers, Mr. Blackwell did not amass great wealth,
though he made a comfortable living during his entire law practice.
An able, conscientious, honest, and forthright lawyer, Enric Allen Blackwell
always worked for the best interests of his clients. By heritage and training
he was a gentleman. He was of steadfast nature, and was always a true friend.
For one who so often spoke for others, but cannot now speak for himself, it is a
privilege to speak. I point him out as a lawyer worthy of the profession.

THOMAS McCULLOUGH BOULWARE
By

ROBERT BE.McNAia

Thomas McCullough Boulware, able, distinguished and senior member of
the Allendale County Bar Association, died unexpectedly at the Allendale County Hospital, Fairfax, South Carolina, after a very short illness on January
26, 1953. The passing of Mr. Boulware, commonly called "Judge" by his many
friends and clients in Allendale County and throughout South Carolina, was a
great loss to this community and to the Bar Association.
Mr. Boulware left as survivors his widow, Mrs. Vera Thomas Boulware,
and the following children: Mrs. J. B. Hart, of Chicago, Illinois, and Barrett
and Tatum Boulware, of Allendale. A son, Thomas McCullough Boulware, Jr.,
having been killed while serving as a pilot in the United States Air Force
during World War II.
Mr. Boulware was born in the Woodward community of Fairfield County
on June 25, 1883. He was the son of the late Thomas McCullough Boulware
and Mary Mobley Woodward Boulware, and was a descendant of Captain
Thomas Woodward, a Fairfield County Regulator.
He attended the public schools of Fairfield County and was graduated from
the University of South Carolina School of Law in 1909, being admitted to
the practice of law during the same year. Shortly thereafter, Mr. Boulware
entered into the practice of law in Barnwell, South Carolina, where be soon
established a name for himself as a distinguished scholar of the law and keen
advocate.
Ten years prior to his death, Mr. Boulware moved from Barnwell, South
Carolina, to Allendale, South Carolina, where he continued to practice law
until his death. He was president of the Allendale County Bar Association
for several years and served as President of the South Carolina Bar Association
in 1935-36. He always maintained an interest in the affairs of the Bar Association and was a regular attendant at the conventions, always taking an active
part therein. He was a strong advocate for the formation of an integrated
Bar and spent considerable time discussing this with other members of the
Bar Association. He was appointed to serve as special judge in the Circuit
Courts of this state on several occasions and always acquitted himself well and
received praise from those who practiced in the courts over which he presided.
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His reputation for thorough preparation of cases and for a thorough knowledge
of the law caused attorneys in this section of South Carolina to value his
opinion very highly, and he was often associated by other attorneys in the
handling of difficult cases. He served as chief counsel for Jasper County in
the annexation of a portion of Yemassee Township from Beaufort County and
did considerable practice in both the federal courts and the South Carolina
Supreme Court.
Mr. Boulware was the author and publisher of a very valuable book on
Federal procedure known as Guide to Removal and Its Prevention. This book
deals with federal procedure and prevention of removal of cases from state
courts to the federal courts by means of assignment by the Plaintiff of a
partial interest in the claim to a resident of the state where the defendant
resides, thereby eliminating diversity of citizenship.
Mr. Boulware was one of the original members and past President of the
Barnwell Chamber of Commerce, having been very instrumental in its organization. He served as Chairman of the Barnwell School Board for many years
and during World War II, he served as Government Appeal Agent and Legal
Advisor to the local draft board. He was a member of the Allendale Presbyterian Church at the time of his death, and for many years prior thereto,
taught the Men's Bible Class.
His body is interred in the Swallow Savannah Cemetery near the Town of
Allendale.
JOSEPH RALEIGH BRYSON
By W. E. Bow=
Joseph Raleigh Bryson, son of R. L. and Mattie Allison Bryson, was born
in Transylvania County, North Carolina, on the 18th day of January 1893.
At an early age, he moved with his family to Piedmont, S. C., and shortly
thereafter, to the vicinity of the City of Greenville. He attended the public
schools of Greenville County, the Preparatory School of Furman University,
and graduated from Furman University with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
1917. He worked in the textile plants of Greenville in order to attend Furman University.
Upon his graduation from Furman, he enlisted in the U. S. Army and served
until the end of World War I. In 1919 he accepted a commission in the Infantry Officers Reserve Corps, which commission he held until 1934.
At the close of World War I, he entered the Law School of the University
of South Carolina, and while a student, worked as a law clerk for David W.
Robinson of Columbia. He received his Bachelor of Laws Degree in 1920,
and immediately began the practice of law in partnership with W. E. Bowen
in Greenville. During the same year, he married Ruth Rucker of Swansea,
South Carolina and was elected to the South Carolina House of Representatives.
He was re-elected to the South Carolina House of Representatives in 1922,
and to the South Carolina Senate in 1928. While a member of the General
Assembly, he served on the Judiciary Committee, and took an active part in
sponsoring measures calling for biennial sessions of the Legislature, improved
educational facilities, and highways.
In 1938, he was elected to the U. S. House of Representatives and served in
that capacity until the date of his death, March 10, 1953. While a member of
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the U. S. Congress, he was a member of various committees, but is noted
primarily for his work as a member of the Judiciary Committee. He was
Chairman of the Committee on Claims, Copyrights, Trademarks, Patents, Naturalization and Immigration. In recent years, he had headed the committee
engaged in re-codifying the U. S. Code.
He was admitted to practice before the Courts of South Carolina, and the
Federal District, Circuit, and Supreme Courts. He was a member of the
Greenville County Bar Association, the S. C. Bar Association and the American Bar Association. For the past several years he had been a member of the
faculty of the National University Law School, Washington, D. C. He was a
member of the Shriners, Merrymakers, United Commercial Travelers, Woodman, Redmen, American Legion, and Disabled American Veterans.
He was a member of the Earle Street Baptist Church in Greenville, and
attended the Calvary Baptist Church in Washington, D. C.
In recent years, he made several trips to Europe as a member of various
Congressional Committees, and in 1952, represented the United States at meetings of the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland.
I met "Joe" for the first time in mid-September, 1917, in freshman math
class at Furman University. We were both freshmen. That was the beginning of an intimate and sincere friendship which continued uninterrupted until
his death. We were in the same class for four years at Furman. We attended law school together at the University of South Carolina. Upon
our graduation we practiced law together for twelve years. A few months
before his death, in his Greenville office, in the course of a conversation,
I told him that, excluding members of my own family, he had been to me
greater influence for good than any other person I had ever met. Whether as
class-mate, law-partner, or merely as friend, Joe was a great inspiration to me.
He was a great Court-room speaker. He could speak the language of any
juror, whether he be mill president or backwoodsman. He was forceful in
his arguments to the Court. But it was on the platform at some commencement
exercise or on the political hustings, that he particularly excelled.
He lived his religion. He never touched a drop of liquor in his life.
In Joe's death, the legal profession lost a great lawyer, the Congress lost
an able and influential member, the family lost a faithful, loving, tender and
understanding husband and father, and I lost a great and inspiring friend.
I conclude this humble tribute with the words of a man whom Joe greatly
admired:
"He fell on sleep like a child weary and worn. Kind nature, the mother
of us all, holds him tenderly in her bosom. And it is inspiring to believe
that, when he shall awake, his eyes shall greet the morning in a land
where there is no night, where the skies are undimmed by a cloud, where
the feet bleed upon no pathway of stones, and where the head wears no
crown of thorns."
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JOHN WESLEY CRUM

By

J'. CAR. KPsAs-

John Wesley Crum, who was a member of this Association and also of the
American Bar Association, passed away at his home in Denmark, South Carolina, after an extended illness on February 1, 1953. He was born at Denmark
on January 1, 1889, the son of Henry Hayne Crum and Elizabeth Milhous
Crmn, He married Miss Priscilla Hart in 1913 and from this union, there
were born three children; a. daughter, Mrs. Caroline Crum Hunt of New Haven,
Connecticut, and two sons, Henry Hayne and David Hart, both of whom are
now practicing law in Denmark under the old firm name of Crum and Crum.
Mr, Crum was an excellent lawyer. He prepared his cases well and did extensive research work on every point involved and he upheld the highest standards and traditions of his profession. He never compromised when a legal
or moral issue was involved. He was not only a keen student of the law but
was also well informed and versed on political matters. He read extensively
and took a great interest in national, state and county affairs.
He was elected Mayor of Denmark when he was only twenty-one years of
age and held that office until he was elected as a member of the Legislature
from Bamberg County, a position that he held for several terms. He also
served as a trustee of the Denmark Public Schools for a period of twenty-three
years and was chairman of the board for a great portion of that time. He
seldom missed a political convention and served as State Executive Committeeman from Bamberg County for many years. He also served as a delegate to
practically all of the State Conventions. At the time of his death he was
serving as a member of the Bamberg County Courthouse Commission and he
took an active part in moving the old courthouse to the new site and remodeling
the building.
Mr. Crum was very interested in his church and in all religious matters.
He was a faithful and devoted member of Bethel Park Methodist Church and
served as a steward, trustee and Sunday School teacher. He was well versed
in the teachings of the Bible and made an excellent Sunday School teacher.
He professed a faith that was deeply rooted and which was ever nourished
by his faithful and loyal service to his fellowmen and to his God.
Mr. Crum was also active in all civic and community affairs. He took a
leading part in the Denmark Lions Club and in the Denmark Masonic Lodge
and served on numerous committees which sponsored progressive programs for

his Town and County.
Mr. Crum was well known for his frank and uncompromising nature. He
never hesitated in advocating a principle that he believed in even though it
might be unpopular, nor did he hesitate to denounce a practice which he considered wrong, even though it might be a popular one.
Mr. Crum was devoted to his family, his church and his friends. He will
be missed not only by those who were near and dear to him, but by the Bench
and Bar of this State, and by all who believe in a clean Government and righteous living.
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ROBERT A. DOBSON

'By J. Crtwu

FORT

Robert A. Dobson was born September 3rd, 1877 in York County, South
Carolina, son of the late William Dobson and Elizabeth McCarter Dobson. He
died in Columbia, S. C., on January 30th, 1953, and was buried in Oakland
Cemetery, Gaffney, South Carolina.
In 1910 he and his family moved to Gaffney, South Carolina, where he practiced law for more than forty years. At the time of his death he was Dean
of the Cherokee County Bar Association.
Mr. Dobson was not only zealous in his profession but took an active interest
in the civic affairs of Cherokee County and he served his County as a Representative in the Lower House of the General Assembly and also as County Attorney
and was also City Attorney and was a former member of the State Democratic
Executive Committee. He was President of the Cherokee County Bar Association for several years. During World War I he was on the Cherokee
County Draft Board and served faithfully in that capacity.
Mr. Dobson was deeply interested in religion and was active in church work.
When he moved to Gaffney he became a member of The First Baptist Church
of this City and served on the Board of Deacons of that church for more than
twenty-five years. He was also Superintendent of the Sunday School of that
church for twenty-two years and was a teacher of The Lodge Bible Class for
many years. He was made an honorary Deacon of The First Baptist Church.
Mr. Dobson was a charter member of the Crustbreaker's Club, a social
organization, and he enjoyed the fellowship of this group.
Mr. Dobson was the father of the late Raymond W. Dobson, who was associated with him in the practice of law at the time of his death on January 1st,
1940.
In addition to, his widow Mrs. Nannie Williams Dobson, he is survived by
a son Robert A. Dobson, Jr., an Attorney of Greenville; two daughters Mrs.
Eugene Lipscomb of Atlanta, and Mrs. Lloyd Ashmore of Columbia; a brother
Dr. E. H. Dobson, Sr, of Gaffney; and three sisters Mrs. G. H. Aull of Clemson, Mrs. Von Lee Livingston of Greenville and Mrs. C. A. Stimpson of Ann
Harbor, Michigan.
His many friends and associates will long remember the keen interest he
took in his legal work and his faithful religious activities in his church.

CHARLTON DuRANT
By JosEPH H. ROGERS, Ja.
Charlton DuRant's death on May 11th, 1953 brought to the close a most
versatile career which had seen many honors bestowed.
Born in Bluffton, Georgia, March 8, 1874 the son of Edward Charlton and
Hannah Virginia DuRant he was educated in the public schools of Georgia.
As a young man he returned to his ancestral home in Clarendon County and
began work in the office of the late John S. Wilson, at that time solicitor and
later Circuit judge, as a law clerk. His study and work enabled him in a
period of three years to successfully stand and pass the State bar examinations,
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being admitted in 1897. He had practiced law continuously in Clarendon County
from that date until the time of his death.
Mr. DuRant attained marked success in his chosen profession. As an attorney
his talents commanded respect from all of those who had occasion to come in
contact with him professionally. He was, at the time of his death, a member
of the Clarendon County Bar Association, South Carolina Bar Association and
the American Bar Association.
Earnest and serious though his efforts were in the pursuit of his law practice, he found an inexhaustible amount of time to devote to Church, civic and
charity organizations. As one of the most active and outstanding Masons in
South Carolina, having held most of the offices which Masonry could bestow
including that of Grand Master, he continued to serve until the time of his
death on many important committees in the state organization of that body.
Only a few days prior to his passing he was awarded the Albert G. Mackey
Medal for meritorious service to Masonry and to his fellow man.
He joined the M. E. Church South, Bluffton, Georgia, in 1895. He moved
his membership to Manning, S. C. where he remained until the date of his
passing. He was a delegate to all General Conferences of the M. E. Church
South from 1914 and was a delegate to the Uniting Conference in 1939. He
was a delegate to the Ecumenical Methodist Conference, London 1921, delegate
to Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference 1940, 1944, 1948 and 1952. He had
been a member of annual conference boards and commissions since 1910 and a
trustee of Epworth Children's Home, Columbia, S. C. since 1914.
Although he did not serve actively because of age during any of the wars,
he gave unstintingly his time and energy in numerous civilian capacities. As
Government Appeal Agent he had intimate contact with the Selective Service
System and devoted much time to Red Cross and the sale of government bonds.
In 1901 he married Elizabeth Nelson who predeceased him by less than one
year and there are three children surviving of this marriage. They are Lynne
DuRant Griffith and Charlton DuRant, Jr., of Manning, South Carolina and
Major Robert N. DuRant of Camp Gordon, Augusta.
It is safe to say that whatever achievement Charlton DuRant made during
his life or whatever success he enjoyed he wore it with great modesty. He felt
deeply and sincerely about the ethics of the legal profession and the example of
his life and ideals might well be emulated by younger attorneys as they begin
a life of work in this field. Sincere and devout, devoted to his God and his
Country, Charlton DuRant's passing only tends to bring more forcefully to
those who knew him the value of the work he did and the life he lived.
ROBERT B. HABBELSON
BY JA.ns C. Hooxs
Less than a month ago, Marion County, and especially the City of Mullins,
was called to mourn the loss of one of her most distinguished citizens, and to
weep over the death of an upright and noble son.
Robert B. Harrelson passed away on April 11, 1953, at his home, surrounded
by his family, when he breathed out the last of his useful life in the City of
Mullins and in Marion County, where he was born on November 27, 1881. He
was a life-time resident of the Mullins community in his native County.

Published by Scholar Commons, 1953

9

South Carolina Law Review, Vol. 5, Iss. 4 [1953], Art. 3
BAR AssociATION TRANSACTIONS

He attended the law school of the University of South Carolina, and in the
year 1905 was admitted to the Bar, and immediately commenced the active practice of the profession in partnership with his late venerable and distinguished
brother, the honorable M. C. Harrelson, who was State Senator for Marion
County for a continuous period of 16 years. After the death of his brother in
1947, he continued the practice until in recent years, when due to declining
health, he retired, and devoted his time to his farming and other business interests.
Mr. Harrelson descended from an old and distinguished family of Marion
County, and in his early manhood was married to Miss Blanche Aman, and
she, with three daughters and three sons, are left.
His diligence, his sense of duty, and his high character soon made him a
leader among his fellows. His friendships were strong, sincere and enduring
It can truly be said that "he was a faithful lawyer". He made his clients' business his own, to that he devoted his whole thought, energy and industry. As
an office lawyer and counsellor, he excelled and had few superiors.
For many years he served as City Attorney for Mullins and as a member
of the Marion County Board of Commissioners. In all of his pursuits and callings, in all his recreations and transactions, and in his quiet moments, while
in the circle of his friends, the predominance of his sterling character was manifest.
To Mr. Harrelson "the duties of life were more than life". He was true
to every duty and to every trust. He was true to himself, to his fellow men, and
to his country. Let the influence of his virtues be a heritage to posterity. Let
the flowers of an everlasting springtime bloom around his memory.

WILLIAM A. HATZ
By THExonOR

DuB. SToNzy

On December 20, 1952, the Charleston Bar lost one of its respected and
older members with the passing of William A. Hartz. He was born in Charleston in 1892, the son of William and Sarah Ella Hartz.
William A. Hartz was graduated from the College of Charleston, receiving
his legal training and education at the University of South Carolina and doing
post-graduate work at Columbia University.
During World War I he served his country honorably and well as an Ensign
in the Navy. He was a member of American Legion Post No. 10, a past
master of the Pythagorean Masonic Lodge, a past president of the Friendly
Society, one of the organizers and charter members of the Survivors Club, and
a member of St. Andrews Lutheran Church.
He was admitted to the practice of law in 1915 and at the time of his sudden
passing was still actively engaged in that profession.
William A. Hartz was quiet and unassuming but to those who came to know
him, he was a kindhearted and congenial individual, always courteous and considerate. Regarded as learned, painstaking and thorough in his work, his
passing will be missed by his family, his friends and by his fellow members of
the Bar.
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JAMES ARTHUR KNIGHT
By PAuL M. ARAM
In the sudden death of Y. Arthur Knight on June 28, 1952, Chesterfield
County and the State of South Carolina lost a distinguished lawyer and public
servant
J. Arthur Knight was born in the Pageland community of Chesterfield County, January 18, 1890, the son of George W. Knight and Mrs. Missouri Rollings
Knight. He was educated in the public schools of Chesterfield County and the
University of South Carolina, receiving his A.B. degree from the University
in 1912 and his LL.B. degree in 1917, and was admitted to practice law in South
Carolina the same year.
Upon receipt of his A.B. degree in 1912 he taught school for three years
and then retprped to the University to complete his law course. At the age
of 26 he was elected Superintendent of Education for Chesterfield County and
served as such from 1917 to 1921. Upon completion of his outstanding term as
Superintenclent of Education he devoted his full time to the practice of law.
On September 21, 1924 he married Miss Fanny Pearcy of Wytheville, Virginia who survives him.
After practicing alone for 17 years, he entered into a partnership with the
writer in 1934, which partnership was terminated in 1942 by the writer's entry
into the army in the last war. In 1948 he entered into a partnership with Ney B.
Steele which was terminated in 1951. He then formed a partnership with H. F.
Bell, the firm being known as Knight & Bell, which continued until his death.
He was adequately prepared for the practice of law for he had acquired a
very comprehensive grasp of the fundamental legal principles, and had an unusually keen mind and an abundance of common sense that enabled him to
differentiate and properly evalue the legal principles involved in the facts of the
case before him. The endowments helped him to arrive at his legal conclusions
with a minimum of time and research. In addition to his legal ability, he
possessed two other qualities so necessary for a successful lawyer. He had
courage and integrity. Neither his courage nor his integrity were ever questioned by anyone that knew him. His integrity was outstanding. To him
there was no substitute for honesty and fair dealing. He was honest with fellow
lawyers, judges, his clients and with other litigants. He carefully observed
the letter and the spirit of the lawyers Code of Ethics. Fellow lawyers, judges
and clients knew that they could rely absolutely upon any statement made by
him.
Endowed as he was, it is no surprise that he achieved success. Early in his
practice he became one of the leading lawyers of Chesterfield County. His
ability as a lawyer extended to every phase of the practice. He did not confine his practice to just one narrow field of the law. He was on familiar
ground defending a corporation in a damage suit, or trying an involved real
estate case in an Equity Court, representing the plaintiff in a tort action or
defending a client charged with murder, in the appellate court or before a jury.
In addition to his unusual personal and legal talents he had what has aptly
been described as the chief attribute of a great lawyer, namely, a passion for
the right. This desire to see right and justice triumphant was the guiding
principle of his life.
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Even though by force of his ability he acquired a largecorporate or defendants practice, he was at the same time a "family lawyer,", giving sound legal
and business advice on common everyday matters that arose.
Money to him was secondary, right and justice were primary. No one with
a meritorious case was ever deprived of his professional advice or services because that person's inability to pay a reasonable fee for same. The writer has
on innumerable occasions seen him work just as hard and earnestly on a case
in which he received no recompense as he did in those that adequately recompensed him. To him, money was of no consequence when justice and right
were involved.
Aside from Mr. Knight's character and legal abilities, the writer was struck
by his love for his Alma Mater, the University of South Carolina. The writer,
fresh out of the University, formed a partnership with him, and was amazed
at his knowledge of the University. He knew much more about the University
and was much closer to it than the writer. His feelings for the University
can best be described by saying he loved the University. He was interested
in every phase of the University and while a student he was on the basketball,
baseball and football teams. He was a star half-back on the football team. He
was a member of the Clariosophic Literary Society, a Medalist in debate, Senior
Law Honor Committeeman and on the Staff of the Gamecock. It was only
natural that feeling toward the University as he did, that he was able to later
serve it so admirably as a member of its Board of Trustees.
Always keenly interested in public affairs and the betterment of his community, county, state arid nation, he gave unstintingly of his time to public
causes. His value as a public servant and his ability and willingness to serve
is evidenced by the positions of public honor and trust that he filled. He served
as President of the Chesterfield County Baptist Convention and filled numerous positions in his Church. He was a charter member and first president of
the Chesterfield Civitan Club and later served as Lieutenant Governor and
Governor of the Carolinas District of Civitan. He was a Mason and served
two terms as Worshipful Master of Chesterfield Lodge Number 220. He
served as Alderman for the Town of Chesterfield and represented Chesterfield
County in the State Legislature in 1935 and 1936. He was a past President
of the Chesterfield County Bar Association and for a number of years he was
County Chairman of the Chesterfield County Democratic Party. He served
on the Board of Trustees of the University of South Carolina from 1940 until
his death. He was vice-chairman of the Board of Trustees from 1947 until
1950 and from 1950 until his death, he served as Chairman of the Board of
Trustees.
TOLA B. LEWIS
By W. KnNNETn SUGGS

The Hand of the Grim Reaper has again struck and taken from the Horry
County Bar one of our most beloved members.
Tola B. Lewis was born February 17, 1883 and died in Conway on the 14th
day of May, 1952. Tola received his early education in the small public schools
of Horry County, after which he attended the University of South Carolina
Law School and was admitted to the Bar after his graduation in June 1914.
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Before attending law school he taught in the public schools of Horry and
Chesterfield Counties.
Immediately after receiving his law degree, he opened an office in Conway
where he practiced law continuously from the year 1914 until his health failed
shortly before his death. He was greatly interested in public affairs and especially in politics, and for several years was Clerk to the County Board of Commissioners. He was also a member of the County Board of Education and
was Master of the Equity Court for Horry County for many years.
Throughout his practice, Tola was noted for his perfection of legal reasoning, and was a worthy and feared adversary in the court room. He devoted
much of his spare time to the reading of classical literature which he dearly
loved. Although he never feared a legal battle, he was noted for his effort
to bring about settlement of differences between, especially neighbors, through
arbitration and mutual understanding. He thus settled many of his cases out
of court and restored good will in the hearts of neighbors. His object was
always to secure settlements even at great financial loss to himself. His clients
loved him because of his humane treatment and understanding of their difficulties.
It was a delight to all who knew him to engage him in a conversation, since
he was possessed of a most remarkable sense of humor, and there was never
a dull moment since he was always the life of the party. Quick of wit and
skillful in repartee, he used these exceptional traits both in the Court Room
and in his home and social life. A keen observer and a profound student of
human nature, he was endowed with qualities which caused all of us to love
him. He loved people and people in return loved him.
In 1921 he married Miss Cora Smith of Mullins, S. C., and to this union
was born three children, Rebecca, now Mrs. W. D. Atkinson of Myrtle Beach,
S. C., Tola B. Lewis, Jr., a student in engineering at Clemson College, and
George Eugene, an Attorney now employed in the office of Federal Judge
George Bell Timmerman.
It is with a sense of great personal loss that scores of Tola's friends mourn
his passing. His quick wit and charm endeared him to all who had the privilege
of knowing him well.

JUDGE LANNEAU DuRANT LIDE
By C. W. DERmuc
On January 17, 1953, Lanneau DuRant Lide, distinguished Lawyer and Judge,
departed this life, following an operation and brief illness. He was born in
Marion, S. C., on November 29, 1876, a son of William H. Lide and Gertrude
DuRant Lide.
Judge Lide attended the public schools of Marion, and later attended Furman
University for the period from 1890 to 1893. He was admitted to the Bar in
1902, and practiced law in Marion for the greater part of his life.
On April 24, 1907, he married Fleetwood Montgomery, of Marion. To this
marriage were born two children, Dr. L. D. Lide, Jr., an Opthalmologist at
Florence, S. C., and his daughter Jane who died during infancy.
During the early part of his career as a Lawyer he served as Secretary to
Judge C. A. Woods. He was a member of the State House of Representatives
from Marion County in the years 1919 and 1920.
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During the long period of time in which he practiced law the greater part
of his practice was devoted to civil matters. He participated in nearly all of
the important cases involving timber law in the State and played an important
part in formulating laws applicable to timber and timber lands in South Carolina.
He served as State Senator of Marion County from 1933 until 1938, when he
was elected Judge of the Twelfth Judicial Circuit, and served in the latter capacity until his retirement under the Judges' Retirement Act on November 29,
1948.
During the period of his service as a judge he was often called to sit with
the Supreme Court. In this position and indeed in all of his decrees and
orders, the opinions written by him show a concise statement of the issues involved and a clarity of expression in setting forth the legal principles applicable,
so that, his opinions have the characteristic of being unassailable for their logic
and correctness.
As a Trial Judge, he was one of the finest to ever grace the Bench in South
Carolina. The fairness of his rulings, his understanding of the facts and his
knowledge of the law resulted in the conduct of the trial of each case in such
a manner that both the attorney for the successful litigant and the losing party
were aware of the fairness of the trial which had been concluded. He had a
remarkable record of having decisions rendered by him and the trials conducted
by him affirmed when in rare instances these matters were appealed to the
Supreme Court. If such is used as an indication of his competency as a Trial
Judge, his record is unexcelled by any other in South Carolina up to the present
time.
He was a member of the South Carolina Bar Association and the American
Bar Association, in both of which he evidenced great interest. He was selected
by the Freedom Foundation to act as one of their Judges at Valley Forge in
1951 in judging the National Awards in Literary and Forensic Fields.
He was a member of the Marion Baptist Church, where he occupied various
responsible positions during his lifetime. For many years preceding his death
he taught the Men's Bible Class of that Church.
Upon reaching the retirement age in the fall of 1948, he retired from the
Bench and thereafter adopted the title of "Legal Consultant". In such capacity
his opinion was eagerly sought by many Attorneys and Judges throughout the
State.
It was the writer's privilege to nominate him in the General Assembly for
the position of Circuit Judge of the Twelfth Judicial Circuit when he was elected
to that position in 1938. After his retirement from the Bench the writer was
associated with him for the last four years of his life, during which time the
observation of his knowledge, ability and sterling character was a constant
recurring matter. Despite the fact that he had retired as a Judge, he continued
to go to his office each day, arriving promptly in the morning and continuing to
the usual closing time throughout the week.
His influence upon the members of the Bar of this State and his influence
in the development of the laws of our State will long be remembered. His passing was a distinct loss, both to the members of the legal profession and to the
State in general. South Carolina has lost a fine citizen and the legal profession a distinguished advocate and jurist.
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He best exemplified the ultimate achievement in the quotation which he frequently used: "There is no path safe for judges to tread but to ascertain the
law to the best of their ability, and to declare it according to their judgment".

JAMES EDWIN McDONALD
By CHARxs W. McTxm

On January 13, 1953, the State of South Carolina lost one of its finest legal
minds in the passing of James Edwin McDonald of Chester, South Carolina.
Mr. McDonald was a member of what has been aptly termed "a family of distinguished lawyers". His father, James Edwin McDonald, Sr., of Winnsboro,
South Carolina, was one of the ablest lawyers ever to practice in the State
of South Carolina. His brother, M. G. McDonald, is a distinguished member
of the Bar at Greenwood, South Carolina, and another brother, T. K. McDonald,
is a distinguished member of the Bar at Winnsboro, South Carolina.
Mr. McDonald was born in Winnsboro, South Carolina, on January 6, 1886.
He was the son of the late James Edwin McDonald, Sr. and Lillie Elliott McDonald. He was educated at The Citadel where he graduated in 1906 and at
the University of South Carolina Law School from which school he received
his degree in 1909.
He practiced law with his father in Winnsboro until 1929 and during that
period served one term as Senator from Fairfield County and also served as
Mayor of Winnsboro. At the time of his death he was County Attorney for
Chester County, an office he had held for several years.
In 1929 Mr. McDonald moved from Winnsboro to Chester where he became
the senior member of the law firm of McDonald, Macaulay & McDonald, the
other two members being Angus H. Macaulay of Chester and T. K. McDonald
of Winnsboro. This firm was later dissolved and Mr. McDonald became the
senior member of the firm of McDonald and McDonald with offices in Chester
and Winnsboro.
As a student of the law and counsellor, he had few superiors. His law instincts were strong and invariably correct and his conclusions were seldom
wrong. He inherited and ever held up his father's character and integrity
in the practice of law. He never lost sight of the fact that his first duty was
to his client but that this duty did not require him to sacrifice the ethics which
had been instilled in him and to him, there were no tricks nor technicalities
in the practice of his profession. To the younger members of the bar he
would point out their errors of law, though on opposite sides. He knew the
law, knew where to find it and knew the necessary steps of procedure in every
court.
In his early manhood Mr. McDonald married Lucy Pride Heyward of Columbia, South Carolina who survives along with two sons, Major James Edwin McDonald, Jr. of Columbia, South Carolina, and Lt. Heyward Elliott McDonald of
the United States Navy, two daughters, Mrs. Julian B. Shand and Mrs. F. D.
Wells of Columbia, South Carolina, seven grandchildren, two sisters, Mrs.
S. E. Lyles and Mrs. Lucy Boulware of Winnsboro, and two brothers, M. G.
McDonald of Greenwood, South Carolina, and T. K. McDonald of Winnsboro,
South Carolina.
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RALPH W. McLENDON
By HtNRY C.

JENNINGS

Ralph W. McLendon died at his home at Bishopville, S. C., May 3rd, 1953.
He was born April 5th, 1875 in the Cypress section of Lee County, which was
then a part of Darlington County, South Carolina. He was the son of the
late Thomas Jackson McLendon and Ellen DuBose McLendon. Survivors
include his wife, the former Mamie E. Carmes, and three daughters, Mrs. Mary
Elizabeth O'Kelly, of Bishopville, S. C., Mrs. Anna Ellen Pendleton and
Mrs. Virginia Pendleton of Chevy Chase, Maryland, and one son, Ralph W.
McLendon, Jr., of Bishopville, S. C.
He attended the Cypress Public School and a private school in Charleston,
S. C., before entering Clemson College from which he graduated in 1899. The
following year he was honored by being selected to make the alumni address
at this College. He thereafter taught school in Barnwell County, S. C. for
one year and the next year studied law in a firm at Charleston. He then entered the University of South Carolina, receiving his law degree in 1904. After
graduating there he came to Bishopville and entered upon the practice of law.
Later he practiced here for a while in partnership with the late Thomas H.
Tatum as McLendon & Tatum.
He was active in the public affairs of his county, serving as County Attorney,
and in 1909 he was Secretary of the Lee County Board of Commissioners which
built the Lee County Court House and he gave much time and interest to this
undertaking. This magnificent building was perfected in detail under his supervision and watchful interest.
He organized The First National Bank of Bishopville in 1912 and served
as its Attorney and Vice-President for eighteen years, at which time he retired from practically all law practice devoting his entire time to farming.
As a lawyer he was painstaking and careful, and was appointed Special
Judge to preside at a term of Court in his home County.
He was greatly interested in building and gave much advice, counsel and
cooperation in connection with the construction of public buildings in his city.
He was loyal to his friends and was always willing to give his time and
thought to all problems which they brought to him. It was a pleasure to share
his views and his company was sought by many.

ST. CLAIR MUCKENFUSS
By

LEGAIn WALKER, Ja.

St. Clair Muckenfuss, a son of George L. Muckenfuss and Henrietta Muckenfuss, was born August 21, 1878, in St. George, S. C., then in olleton County,
now the County Seat of Dorchester County.
He was graduated from Carlisle School in Bamberg, S. C., and attended
Wofford College, after which he studied law in private law offices in Greenville, S. C., and after his admission to the Bar in 1902 he continued to reside
in Greenville for several years, engaging in the practice of law there. In
1906, he returned to St. George, his place of birth, and was active in the
practice of his profession at the Dorchester County Bar from such time until
his death on January 2, 1951.
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St. Clair Muckenfuss, during his long and successful career, acquired a
well-earned reputation as a careful lawyer, and his opinions were often sought
not only by the younger men in the profession to whom he was always a willing and kind adviser, but by his contemporaries, who soon learned to appreciate
his sound knowledge of basic legal principles and his feeling for the proper
ethics of the profession.
The friends of Mr. Muckenfuss called him "Senator" by reason of his
having served from 1908 to 1912 as Senator for Dorchester County; and
Dorchester County lost the services of an able and honest legislator, in his
not offering for re-election at the expiration of his original term. In civic and
community affairs he could always be counted upon to contribute better than
his share of time and service, and a similar attitude toward his Country is
evidenced by his serving as Government Appeal Agent for Dorchester County
during both World War I and World War II.
In the passing of St. Clair Muckenfuss, the Bar, the State, County and the
Community in which he was born, and to which he returned to serve so faithfully, have suffered an irreparable loss.

C. B. RUFFIN
BY HENRY C. JENNINGS
On January 3, 1953, the Lee County Bar lost its eldest active practicing
attorney in the death of Colin Bradley Ruffin.
Mr. Ruffin was born in Edgecombe County, North Carolina on November
7, 1884, his parents being J. H. and Zylphia Lane Ruffin. Upon completing
his education in the public schools, he attended the University of North Carolina, and was awarded the Bachelor of Arts Degree in 1909. He thereupon
entered the School of Law of said University and was admitted to the North
Carolina Bar in 1911. He established his law office in Bishopville, South
Carolina in 1912, continuing in active practice until his death.
Mr. Ruffin was active in civic, governmental and church affairs. He served
as a member of the Town Council of Bishopville for a number of years and
was elected to the office of Mayor in 1924. He served as Mayor until 1930 and
was also Chairman of the Lee County Democratic Executive Committee. Following his convictions, in 1932 he actively affiliated himself with the National
Republican Party and was, on several occasions, nominated as the Republican
candidate for the National House of Representatives from the Sixth Congressional District of South Carolina. He was Chairman of the Lee County Republican Party until the time of his death and, in 1950, was the Republican
nominee for the United States Senate. He was very much gratified when,
in 1952, nearly one-half of the people of South Carolina voted for General
Eisenhower for President of the United States.
Mr. Ruffin was a charter member of the Bishopville Rotary Club, which he
served as director, vice-president and president. He was devoted to the principles of this civic group and enjoyed visiting with clubs in neighboring towns
and cities. The Rotary emblem adorns the monument erected at his grave
by his family. He was active in the organization of, and served as president
of, the Bishopville Development Company, which provided facilities for the
establishment of industry in Bishopville. 'He contributed liberally of his time
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and energy to other worthy projects and was a member of the American" Bar
Association, the South Carolina Bar Association, the American Farm B'ureau
and the United States and South Carolina Chambers of Commerce.
Mr. Ruffin was especially active in church work. He was a deacon ind the
First Baptist Church at Bishopville, was a Trustee of said Church, Chairman
of the Board of Deacons, General Superintendent of the Sunday School and,
at the time of his death, was teacher of the Men's Class. On a number of
occasions, he filled the pulpit of his church in the minister's absence and was
one of the leading laymen in all church activities.
Mr. Ruffin was devoted to his family. It consists of his wife, the former
Mabel Fountain, of Tarboro, North Carolina, and three daughters, Mrs. R. D.
Stephenson and Mrs. L. G. Lewis, of Bishopville, and Mrs. N. Y. Rudisill,
of Lincolnton, North Carolina. He and his family were fond of flowers and
they had many beautiful varieties growing at their home. It was his custom
to wear a flower in his lapel each day.
Only the loss to his family exceeds that of the community and of the Bar.
He was a learned lawyer, a profound student, an energetic and thorough
researcher and an eloquent advocate at the bar. Devotion to the law and to
the interests and welfare of his large clientele was manifested in all the
Courts of the State. He rendered much service to his fellowman in preventing litigation when such could be done without sacrifice of principle,. He
was especially revered by the younger members of the bar, it being his custom to personally contact each one upon their first entry into practice in his
County and offer them the use of his extensive library and other facilities.
He had the courage to stand alone, if necessary, for what he thought was
right. His convictions were not to be changed by public opinion and he was
willing to sacrifice ambition for principle.

JUDGE THOMAS SIDNEY SEASE
By Junmc

BRucE LiTLEJOHN

judge Thomas Sidney Sease was born in Newberry County on August 25,
1867, the son of John Leonard and Martha (Fike) Sease.
He was educated in the public schools, at Newberry College, and at the
University of South Carolina where he studied law. In 1892 he was admitted
to the practice of his profession and returned to his native county where he
opened his law office.
Active in governmental affairs, Judge Sease was elected County Chairman
of the Democratic party in 1894; in 1895 he was appointed Master in Chancery by Governor John Gary Evans. In 1896 he was elected the prosecuting
attorney of the Seventh Judicial Circuit, which at that time included Newberry County, and shortly thereafter moved to Spartanburg, where he resided until the time of his death on May 9, 1952. He served in the office of
prosecuting attorney until 1909, when he was named by the General Assembly
to succeed judge Dan E. Hydrick as resident judge of the Seventh Judicial
Circuit. In this office he served continuously, being re-elected at four-year
intervals, for 40 years, and until his retirement on December 15, 1949.
Throughout his life Judge Sease maintained a keen interest in civic, community and governmental affairs. He was a member of the Knights of Pythias,

https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/sclr/vol5/iss4/3

18

et al.: Memorials

SOUTH CAROLINA LAW QUART4PRTY
Knights Templar, a Free Mason, and Shriner. He was formerly a Lutheran,
but at the time of his death was a member of the First Presbyterian Church
in Spartanburg. He was twice married, first in 1893 to Lula Caughman (deceased), of Edgefield, and second, to Eunice P. Calhoun, of Abbeville, who
survives him along with two adopted daughters, Dorothy (Mrs. Fred James)
and Lillian (Mrs. W. P. Leaphart), and also by two nephews prominent in
legal circles of this State, Charles Cecil Wyche, United States Judge for the
Western District of South Carolina, and C. Granville Wyche, an eminent Greenville attorney.
The reputation which judge Sease made as prosecuting attorney of the
Seventh Judicial Circuit as a fearless solicitor well earned for him the honor
of serving as presiding judge. His experience as such was obviously of tremendous benefit to him in acting upon those cases which came before him.
As a trial judge he has left a great tradition in the circuit courts in this
State, and it is not easy for others to live up to the fine record which he has
established. Absolute independence, courage and firmness were the controlling
characteristics of his life at all times. By nature he was warm hearted and
magnanimous. He ruled according to the dictates of his own conscience and
concerned himself not with the opinions of the litigants.nor with the probability of reversal on appeal. He has dignified and honored the profession, and
as a result of his administration the public which he served has a maximum
of respect for the law.
His was an unusual ability to look beneath the camouflage of a case and
strike at the heart of the controversy. His rulings have been highly respected
even by the loser, because everyone has known that his rulings represented
views based on the law and facts thoroughly disjoined from extraneous considerations.
Judge Sease excelled in knowledge of the law, but knowledge of the law
alone is never sufficient to make a good judge. There are a great many times
vhen a judge is required to have technical knowledge of the law, but these
-times are few when compared to the times the judge is called upon to use
good hard common sense. In this phase of the work he excelled also, and
was as well or better known for this characteristic than any other.
He had a basic sense of right and wrong, and a superb capacity to weigh
the merits of a case. He knew when a witness was lying or telling the truth,
and which parent should be granted custody of the child to care for it best.
He could tell which prisoners were not worthy of probation, and what sentence was necessary to correct a man and make him see the error of his way.
He could detect the frivolous motion made by an attorney for the purpose
of delay, and could separate irrelevant argument from that applicable to the
matter at hand.
Judge Sease understood human nature and had no difficulty in determining
when a defendant accused of crime was inherently bad and must be dealt with
severely, and when, on the other hand, a good citizen had fallen into error
with the law; he understood when a wrong was excusable.
He knew when the law quoted was applicable to the facts at hand and when
the law quoted was presented to confuse.
He had a sense of justice which caused him to know when the verdict of a
jury was excessive and written through prejudice.
In equity cases it was his duty to rule upon not only the law, but also the
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facts in the case. In this he excelled in the weighing of evidence because of
his understanding of people and human nature.
The ability to do those things does not come from a post graduate course
in law, or even from long study of law books. It involves traits of character
which caused him to succeed. The absence of such characteristics would have
caused him to fail regardless of any other good qualities he may have had.
The high esteem in which Judge Sease was held by the members of the
bench and bar was demonstrated at his 80th-birthday-anniversary banquet in
Spartanburg on August 25, 1947. There was gathered in his honor perhaps
the largest array of legal talent ever assembled in this State for a private meeting. In addition to the entire membership of the South Carolina Supreme
Court, a majority of the circuit courts, and a substantial portion of the solicitors throughout the State, there came to honor him, a former United States
Supreme Court Justice, members of the Federal judiciary, and lawyers from
throughout the entire State of South Carolina. At that time the program did
not permit all present to express their appreciation of him, but their presence
evidenced their feelings toward the honored guest.
Judge Sease exemplified at all times the statement of JustiCe Holmes, "One
can live as grandly in the law as elsewhere." Our beloved Circuit Judge Tom
Sease truly lived grandly in the law. The influence of his great life will always
be felt by the bench and bar of South Carolina.

WILLIAM CALHOUN SINGLETON
PAGE AND S. C. DUSNBURY
By CORDMI
William Calhoun Singleton was a life long resident of Horry County, S. C.
He passed away November 21, 1952, at the age of 72 years. Mr. Singleton
was the son of John Calhoun Singleton and Clovia Johnson Singleton.
He obtained his elementary education in the public schools of Horry County
and the Burroughs High School in Conway, S. C. He completed his education
at the University of South Carolina, graduating in the Academic Department
in June, 1908, and graduating from the Law School of the University of South
Carolina in 1909, and was admitted to the Bar in the same year.
He entered the practice of law in Conway, soon after his graduation and
practiced with his brother, L. B. Singleton, who was Solicitor of the 12th
Judicial Circuit for several years. Some years later, L. B. Singleton died,
and William Calhoun Singleton continued the practice of law for a while,
but before a great while, the office work was so confining and taxing on his
energies that he discontinued the practice of law in 1924.
Mr. Singleton was a trained teacher and appeared to be naturally inclined
and qualified as a teacher; he was principal of several schools in Horry
County. From the time he retired from the practice of law, he devoted his
time to teaching and his farming interests in Horry County.
Mr. Singleton was never married. He made his home with his parents in
the country until the death of his father, and remained at his country home with
his mother as long as she lived and then, with his sister, Mrs. Mattie Snowden,
until the time of his death, November 21, 1952. His body was buried at
Bunker Hill Cemetery in the Pee Dee Section of Horry County, S. C.
Mr. Singleton was an earnest and conscientious lawyer and teacher and his
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influence as a teacher will live for many years to come.

He was as loyal a

friend as anyone ever had. Mr. Singleton was a loyal friend to one in trouble
or in need. It was seldom, if ever, that he passed a cripple or someone on the
street in need, without contributing something to make him happy.

JUDGE JOHN TRIMIER SLOAN
By PAUL A. Coopa, JAMES F. Dimm, AND EDWMMA
W. MULLINS

John Trimmier Sloan, the distinguished Judge of our Juvenile Domestic
Relations Court, he died on January 21, 1953, at the height of his usefulness
to us and our affection for him. No recounting of his honors and his achievements can serve to do more than bring into focus these tvo simple facts that he served nobly the people of this County and vicinity and that those
people loved him.
Judge Sloan was born on April 5, 1889, the son of John T. Sloan and Jane
Tayloe Beverley Sloan. As a boy he lived with the Beverley branch of his
family in Fauquier County, Virginia, for a period of about eight years. Although his own stay there was relatively short, the time of life at which it
occurred and the prominence and strength of his family connections in Virginia, gave to his speech and manner a flavor of aristocratic Virginia that was
to be recognizable throughout his life.
After academic courses at The Citadel, the University of South Carolina,
and the University of Virginia, he entered the Law School of the University
of Virginia and received his law degree there in 1913. Three years later he
was in the uniform of his country to serve for the duration of the First World
War. He was honorably discharged on July 12, 1919, as a Major in the Judge
Advocate General's Department of the Army. Most of his service, including
eleven months in France and participation in the Meuse Argonne offensive,
was as assistant Judge Advocate of the 81st (Wildcat) Division. He never
lost his attachment to the friendships made and the experiences shared in the
Army. He was one of the early post commanders of Richland Post No. 6
of the American Legion and also held the highest office in the Richland Voitare
Forty and Eight.
During the war year of 1917, he married Isabel Elliott Whaley of Columbia.
They were a handsome couple and to them were to be born the children who
now survive him: John T. Sloan, Jr. and Mrs. Reginald Heinitsh of Columbia
and Mrs. Henry Dargan of Florence. John and Isabel Sloan shared the fullest
of family and social life in this community and throughout South Carolina and
their devotion and reliance upon each other through the years has offered
to their friends an enviable picture of married life.
In his law practice in Columbia with his distinguished brother, R. Beverly
Sloan, John Sloan displayed a diligence and thoroughness that did much to
give the firm of Sloan & Sloan the prestige and success at the local bar which
it enjoyed for so long; but probably the talent which those of us who knew
him as a practitioner mostly admired was the same quality that brought him
success as a Judge-that remarkable insight into the human factors that
underlay a legal problem, the ability to understand people in their relation to
other people.
Judge Sloan was always in the forefront of all civic betterment and notably
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in the uplift of the religious and moral life of the community. As a lifelong
member and vestryman of Trinity Episcopal Church in Columbia, he did some
of his very finest work.
We would not have a picture of one phase of the life of the man without
noting his great interest in all types of clean sports and without mention of
his almost passionate devotion to the game of golf. When not giving himself
to his work as a lawyer and later in life to his duties as Judge of his Court,
he could usually be found at Forest Lake Club playing a round of golf. In
this game as well as in other sports the fine characteristics of the man were
ever present and ever displayed. John was a charter member of the Forest
Lake Club and throughout the years gave unstinted support to its upbuilding.
Admiration and respect for John Sloan as a man and as a Judge came from
a legion of friends, lawyers as well as laymen, from all walks of life, and to
these friends his loyalty was steadfast, sincere and everlasting.
On March 22, 1944, the Juvenile-Domestic Relations Court of Richland County was created by Act of the General Assembly. On April 11th of that year
this Association met to recommend the first Judge of that Court. From the
many qualified persons at our Bar, John T. Sloan was chosen and in the
choosing it seems certain now that Providence must have had a hand. As the
Columbia Record remarked editorially shortly after Judge Sloan's death: "It
was a perfect choice. The man and the job fitted each other like a glove."
Truly they did. With a patience and kindness that sometimes seemed almost
beyond human capacity, Judge Sloan carried out the duties of his office with
the wisdom and firmness that the cases coming before such Courts require but
do not always receive. The work load of the new Court soon proved to be almost
more than one man could carry, but Judge Sloan carried it. Constantly at
his desk (he missed only one day of Court in the eight years he presided),
he always willingly accepted the cases as they came- the most arduous work,
the most delicate problems.
As Judge he served on the executive committee of the National Juvenile Domestic Relations Court Association and on the American Bar Committee on
Juvenile Delinquency. Last June he was called upon by Hon. John J. Parker,
Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals for the Fourth (Federal) Judicial Circuit
to address the Judicial Conference attended by the Chief Justice of the U. S.
Supreme Court, United States Judges, United States District Attorneys and
many Lawyers of that Circuit. The Junior Chamber of Commerce of Columbia awarded him its "Good Government Award" for 1949. This award was ratified and confirmed by the Junior Chamber of Commerce of the United States.
These were among the many honors coming to him that were so well deserved.
He was devoted to children and in the juvenile cases that came before him
he was able to make that devotion bear fruit. Many a child in the County
touched by the forces of wrongdoing, will enjoy life now as a good citizen because of Judge Sloan. The Children's Home of Richland County is of his
creation. For this forward step we shall continue to praise him as it grows
for good in coming years.
To all who know the nature of the problems that come to rest upon the
heart and conscience of the Judge of such a Court, it seems incredible that
they could be borne with the good spirit that John Sloan always manifested.
He must have often been troubled by the pity, the sordidness and the hopelessness of the problems he faced; but none ever knew it. He remained to his
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friends, as always, a delightful companion, a relaxed and happy man.
It has been said, and rightly, that the Richland County Juvenile-Domestic
Relations Court stands now as a monument to John Trimmier Sloan. It reflects all aspects of the man-the humanist, the lawyer, the churchman, the
husband and the father. Rather than praise him John would prefer that we add
to this monument by all of our efforts.

I. C. STRAUSS
By ARTHuR H. WILD
On June 29, 1952, the Sumter Bar was bereaved by the passing of its oldest
actively practicing Attorney when I. C. Strauss passed away after a life replete with professional success.
Mr. Strauss at the time of his death was the senior member of the Firm
of Lee and Moise, which Firm he entered in 1896.
Mr. Strauss was born in Florence, South Carolina, May 10, 1873. He was
the son of the late Alfred A. Strauss and Amelia Weinberg Strauss. He graduated from the Mayesville Schools and attended the University of South Carolina and Eastman Business College.
In addition to his duties as a practicing Attorney, Mr. Strauss took an active
interest in the civic affairs of Sumter and of Sumter County. He was a past
president of the Tuomey Hospital Board of Trustees and it was under his
leadership that the expansion of the Hospital facilities was begun, which
has given to Sumter one of the most adequate hospitals in the State, he was
a member of the Masonic Order, a Shriner, a member of the Elks Club, and
past President of Temple Sinai Congregation.
Mr. Strauss was an acknowledged and respected expert in business and corporate law and numbered among his clients a large proportion of the financial
and corporate entities of his County and State.
For a number of years he served as Referee in Bankruptcy.
His contracts, agreements, bond issues and other business papers were considered models to be emulated.
His painstaking and charitable efforts on behalf of his poorer clients marked
him as a man with a heart larger than his body.
Mr. Strauss was widely known throughout the State of South Carolina
in connection with the Banking business in which he was engaged for many years.
He was for over fifty years a member of the South Carolina and American
Bar Associations.
Mr. Strauss was married to Hattie Ryttenberg, who predeceased him. He
later married Grace Hanson Strauss of Minneapolis, Minn., who survived him.
In the passing of Mr. Strauss, the Bar of this State lost one of its outstanding members, a man who had achieved reputation through the years for the
highest integrity and conduct in professional life as well as in his private life and
served as the utmost exemplification of character which should be the goal not
only of the members of the legal profession but that of all other walks of life.
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ESTEN CALHOUN TAYLOR
By FRLANic .. BosTicK

Esten Calhoun Taylor was born at Cedar Hill near the City of Greer in
Spartanburg County on September 30, 1879. He was the son of William P.
and Alice C. Turner Taylor. He was educated in the public schools and graduated from Furman University at Greenville, South Carolina, in 1900. He
studied law first in the office of Messrs. Butler and Osborne, Gaffney, South
Carolina, and was admitted to the South Carolina Bar in 1902. He decided to
continue the study of law and entered the University of Virginia at Charlottesville, and graduated with a degree of Bachelor of Laws in 1904. In 1905,
having in the meantime gone to New York City, he was admitted to the New
York Bar.
Shortly afterward, he returned to Spartanburg County and for two years
practiced law in the City of Spartanburg, at the end of which period he returned to New York City and became a member of the editorial staff of the
American Law Book Company, which position he occupied for a period of
three years. For the next eight years he was an assistant attorney for the
Fidelity and Casualty Company of New York, and for the next two years he
was with the New York Law firm of Lord, Day and Lord, representing the
Cunard Steamship Company. In 1922, Mr. Taylor once more came to Spartanburg and continued his residence in that City for the remainder of his life.
He was quite prominent in Masonic matters and was a member of Continental
Lodge No. 287, Order of Ancient Free Masons, of New York City; Chicora
Chapter, No. 33, Royal Arch Masons; Blake Council, No. 19, Royal and Select Masters; and Spartanburg Commandery, No. 3, Knights Templar. He
was past Eminent Commander of the last-named organization. He was a
member of the First Baptist Church of the City of Spartanburg.
Mr. Taylor was married on September 1, 1925, to Miss Susan Donaldson
Covington, who was a daughter of the Reverend J. E. and Sarah West Covington. To this union one child was born, a daughter, Susan Covington Taylor,
on November 25, 1926.
Mr. Taylor's family was of English descent and established themselves first
in this country in the State of Virginia, near Culpepper.
It is interesting to note in passing that Mr. Taylor's father, William P.
Taylor, owned and operated a mill which is the predecessor of what is now
known as the Appalachian Mills near Greer.
Professionally, as has been previously observed, Mr. Taylor spent the early
years of his career in the State of New York and was the author and assisted
with many sections of the well-known publications of the American Law Book
Company.
Professionally, Mr. Taylor was splendidly equipped both by training and
temperament to advise and counsel clients with particular success. He was
at his best in the preparation of legal documents, possessing a splendid vocabulary and an analytic mind, which enabled him to grasp and express his
thoughts clearly and succinctly.
He was popular and friendly with his colleagues and in testimony thereof,
he held the offices of secretary and president of the Spartanburg Bar Association.
Mr. Taylor was appointed Magistrate in 1942 by Senator Howard McCravy
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of Spartanburg County. To this relatively humble office he brought all of
the fine qualities which he possessed. He exalted the office and conducted its
affairs with dignity, fairness and judicial insight. It was often said of him
as he went about his duties in this respect that his opinions ranked with and,
in some cases, excelled those promulgated by members of much higher judicial
tribunals. He realized the fact that while his Court was one of limited jurisdiction that to the litigants involved, it was most important, and to that end,
even though the matter concerned a small amount financially, he took unending pains and care in the renditions of his decisions. Any lawyer who practiced in his Court was always conscious of the fact that if a mistake was made,
it would be one of the mind and not of the heart.
Esten Taylor was a gentleman and a scholar, and although these words are
sometimes used in a trite sense, in the instant case they are used with all the
implications that arise.
Mr. Taylor died July 31, 1952, and is buried in the Cemetery of the Church
of the Good Shepherd in the Town of Greer, South Carolina.

JENNINGS LEWIS THOMPSON
By C. YAT's

BRowN

Jennings Lewis Thompson was born November 2, 1896, in Little River, South
Carolina, the son of Austin Charles Thompson and Roberta Vereen Thompson,
and died July 26, 1952.
Mr. Thompson finished high school in 1915 and Bailey Military Institute in
1917. He received his Law Degree from the University of South Carolina in
1923. During World War I, he served with the armed forces overseas.
He left surviving him his wife, Elizabeth Lake Thompson, and two children,
Jennings Lewis Thompson, Jr. and Elizabeth Lake Thompson.
Mr. Thompson loved folks. He had a keen sense of humor and the ability
to make friends to an unusual degree. He naturally gravitated into politics
and served as Solicitor in the County Court for Spartanburg County from 1930
to 1934, and served as Judge of the County Court for Spartanburg County from
1934 to 1935. It is very unusual that the records of the Supreme 'Court of South
Carolina do not contain a single reversal of a decision made by him. He
served as Mayor of the City of Spartanburg from 1941 to 1945.
After Mr. Thompson retired as Mayor, his health became extremely bad
and he was not active in the practice of law or in politics from that time.
A devoted husband and father, a zealous prosecutor, a fair and impartial
Judge, tempering his sentences with mercy, a progressive Mayor, a good citizen and a loyal friend, Jennings Lewis Thompson.

JACOB ALBERT WEINBERG, SR.
By JAuns HuGH MCFADDIN
Jacob Albert
retired banker,
though he had
was unexpected

Weinberg, a patriotic citizen, outstanding lawyer, successful
and a leading financier, departed this life June 11, 1952. Albeen in declining health for the past several years, his death
since it followed only a brief illness.
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He was the son of Aaron and Rosa Levi Weinberg and was born in
Manning, South Carolina, August 30, 1879. His grandfather, Moses Levi,
and grandmother, Hannah Levi, were among the pioneer settlers of Manning,
having come here prior to the War Between the States.
Mr. Weinberg was educated in the private schools of Manning, South Caro-lina, and received his bachelor's degree from the University of South Carolina,
of which institution he was an active alumni and attended the reunions at
regular intervals. He received his law degree from Washington and Lee University, and was admitted to the Bar of South Carolina in 1901. Soon thereafter he began the active practice of his profession in Manning, South Carolina, and was not long in acquiring a reputation as an able advocate at the
bar, a wise counselor to his clients and friends and an alert and understanding
mind for the problems and trends of the day.
His first wife was Miss Flora Moses of Sumter, South Carolina, to which
union were born three children -Jacob Albert Weinberg, Jr., of Washington,
D. C.; Dr. Harold P. Weinberg Harby of Kingston, Massachusetts and Rosalie
B. Middlemas of New York -all of whom survive him.
He formed a law partnership with the late William Coskrey Davis, who devoted a great deal of his time in the specialty of criminal law; while the talents
and learning of Mr. Weinberg found favor in the field of civil, corporation
and business law. This combination in the general practice soon established
a wide and lucrative law practice in lower South Carolina. This partnership
was dissolved after many years of successful practice and each of the individual partners went into the banking business, Mr. Weinberg becoming the
president and principal stockholder of the Bank of Clarendon, and Mr. Davis,
of the First National Bank.
In 1921 he formed a law partnership with Mr. Taylor H. Stukes, now Justice of the Supreme Court of South Carolina, which partnership continued to
enjoy a wide and successful practice of law.
As a banker Mr. Weinberg's keen business judgment obtained the trust and
confidence of the depositers of the community and his bank enjoyed a long
and successful period of operation, while paying to the depositers ample interest on their deposits and at the same time providing adequate capital for a
growing and thriving community. He later organized and formed The Bank
of Summerton, Summerton, South Carolina, which likewise enjoyed a long
and successful business period. Foreseeing the financial difficulties of this nation long before others dreamed of the depression of the late twenties and early
thirties, he liquidated both of his banks, paying off the depositers one hundred
per cent and returning to the stockholders three hundred per cent on every
invested dollar. He then with his family moved to Washington, D. C., where he
watched the financial depression in semi-retirement.
As an investment banker his selections were sound and conservative and,
as was said by the executive vice-president of one of the leading New York
investment houses, his portfolio contained a list of such dynamic quality stockholdings seldom found in American industry, outside of a few limited names.
In 1942 Mr. Weinberg married the former Mrs. Isabel McLachlan Hutchinson of Miami, Florida, formerly of Glascow, Scotland. Of this union it may
truly be said that his married life was ideal and her love and care for him as
a devoted wife and understanding companion was the source of much of his
great strength and courage in his successful endeavors.
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As a business man, he should be correctly termed a rugged individualist.
He viewed with alarm the socialistic trend of our nation and the growing
encroachment of government upon free enterprise. His firm belief in free
enterprise caused him to become the active leader of a group of prominent
citizens in Manning for the formation of another bank and to offer for public
office which he used as a forum for debate of what he termed the monopolistic
and discriminatory laws and regulations of the nation and of South Carolina
with particular reference to banks and banking.
He was a thirty-two degree Scottish Rite Mason and a Shriner, being a
member of both the Omar Temple in Charleston and of Almas Temple in
Washington, D. C.
As a lawyer, his thoroughness and attention to meticulous detail resulted
in his legal documents and pleadings providing not only for every existing
reality, but for every possible eventuality. As a banker and invester, his observations were clear, sound and accurate and his predictions were truer than
a prophet.
He was buried in the Jewish Cemetery in Sumter, South Carolina. It
may be truly said that in his passing, the system of free enterprise lost a great
advocate and the Bar has lost a learned and able lawyer and I have lost a true
friend.

SILAS McBEE WETMOBE
By HzNRy E. DAVIs
Silas McBee Wetmore, after a long illness, died on November 22, 1952,
and was buried at Florence, South Carolina. He was born in Lincolnton,
North Carolina, February 12, 1877, and grew to manhood there. His mother
was Mary Bingham, and his father, Reverend William Robards Wetmore,
was a prominent Episcopal minister and for many years Rector of the church
of that denomination in Lincolnton, N. C.
Mr. Wetmore received his collegiate education at the University of the
South, Sewanee, Tennessee, and at North Carolina State College. From his
father he inherited decided mechanical ability, and his training at State College
was along these lines. After leaving this institution, he took the law course
at the University of North Carolina, and from it received his law degree.
He was admitted to the Bar of South Carolina in 1901, and began his practice in the City of Columbia. After a few years, he removed to Spartanburg
and practiced there until 1913, when he removed to the City of Florence, where
he continued to live until his death. For some years after his removal to
Florence he was associated with the well-known firm of Willcox & Willcox.
Later he practiced alone in Florence, and for a short while was a magistrate
in that city.
Mr. Wetmore had a good legal mind and always sought the solution of a
legal problem by the application of principles rather than by the citation of
cases. In fact, he had a contempt for the case system and case lawyers, and
did not hesitate to express it.
He conducted law classes in Florence for a number of years, and he drilled
into his students Blackstone rather than case books- no doubt to the advantage
of such students.
He assisted in the preparation of the Code of 1922, and gained considerable
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prominence by his two pamphlets "Wetmore's Citations" covering all of the
appellate decisions in South Carolina from the earliest times. This work was
invaluable to the bar and was indispensable until superseded by the larger work
"Shepard's Citations".
Mr. Wetmore married Miss Katherine Dale of Pennsylvania, and she with
one son, William R. Wetmore, also a member of the South Carolina Bar, and
two grandsons, William R. Wetmore, Jr. and Frank C. Wetmore, all of Florence, South Carolina, survive him.
A good lawyer, a devoted husband and father, and a faithful friend has left
us to mourn his passing.
WILBUR D. WHITE
By

EDWARD

P. RLEy

Wilbur D. White, member of the South Carolina Bar Association, Clerk of
the United States District Court for the Western District of South Carolina,
departed this life after an extended illness on the 13th day of November 1952.
He was born in Georgetown County on December 11, 1899, a son of Rev. J. A.
White, a Methodist Minister, and Fannie Jaynes White of Walhalla. He was
married to Florence Hettrict of Walhalla. Of this union was born two daughters, Mrs. Laddie Rhodes now of Washington, D. C., and Miss Carolyn White
of Greenville, S. C. The widow and daughter live at the residence, No. 10
Crescent Avenue, Greenville, S. C. Wilbur D. White graduated with an A.B.
degree from Wofford and received his LL.B. degree from the law school of
the University of South Carolina, and was admitted to practice law in South
Carolina in 1921. He began his practice of law with his Uncle, the late Colonel
R. T. Jaynes of Walhalla, and after practicing for approximately two years
he was appointed secretary and Law Clerk to the late United States District
Judge, H. H. Watkins. In 1932 he was appointed Clerk of the United States
Court for the Western District of South Carolina, and rendered outstanding
services in this office until his death.
Every lawyer who had an opportunity to come in contact with Wilbur White
in his official position as Clerk of the United States District Court could readily testify as to his efficiency, integrity and pleasing personality. In my opinion,
Wilbur D. White, was paid as high a tribute as has ever been paid a South
Carolina Attorney or Court Official. On February 23, 1953 in the United
States District Court, Greenville, South Carolina, memorial services were given
for Wilbur D. White. Hon. C. C. Wyche, United States District Judge presided over the services and Hon. R. N. Ward, President of Greenville County
Bar Association presented the program. During this memorial service, memorial
addresses were made by Rev. R. Bryce Herbert, Pastor of Buncombe Street
Methodist Church, Greenville, S. C. who was Wilbur White's pastor, Hon.
Walter H. Hood, Attorney of the Anderson Bar, Hon. Calhoun A. Mays of
the Greenwood Bar, Hon. John M. Spratt of the York Bar, Hon. Edwin W.
Johnson of the Spartanburg Bar and Senator J. Pat Miley of the Oconee Bar,
Hon. Frahk E. Jordan, Jr. successor to Wilbur D. White as United States
District Clerk and Hon. C. C. Wyche, United States District Judge. The remarks of Judge Wyche were so fitting and appropriate that it is felt that his
remarks should be printed in the permanent records of the South Carolina
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Bar Association as a memorial to Wilbur D. White.
permission his remarks are herewith reported:

With Judge Wyche's

Remarks of Judge Wyclz
"Possessed with a fundamental integrity of character and inspired by high
ideals, Wilbur White was a truly upright man. He was affable, kind and a
tireless worker. His uniform courtesy and consideration towards the Bench
and Bar and the public were most noteworthy and appreciated by all who had
business with his office. To know him was to appreciate a rare and gentle
soul, a precious and charming personality, a friend whose comradeship was a
boon to those privileged to be numbered in the category of his intimate associates. Genial and of a pleasant address, Wilbur possessed a keen sense of
humor, whose twinkle of humor carried no sting and left no scars. He was
likewise a man of high ideals, loving right and hating wrong, with an analytical mind and an intensive perception of human characteristics.
"He never compromised with exactness or perfection. Those who knew
Wilbur White are blessed with rich memories of him. In his passing, these
citizens and the Court he served so well have lost a loving and devoted friend
and a trustworthy public servant. All in all, Wilbur was a useful citizen:
one who contributed much to his community, to his profession and to his office.
It is a tragic circumstance that his career should have come to such an untimely
close, at a stage when experience, tempering enthusiasm, would have increased
his usefulness so greatly. But to one of his temperament, it would have been
no easy task to reconcile himself to a less active life. Wilbur had a devotion
to duty that I think I have never seen exceeded. He was always on the job and
showed meticulous care, even to the minutest detail. I never had to call
matters to his attention. He called them to my attention. He always anticipated my wishes. As Mr. Johnson has said, I never had occasion to criticize
him; I never had cause to criticize him. He was efficient without being
officious. His work was characterized by thoroughness.
"He was my right arm. This was 'His Court' so far as I am concerned.
A few days before he died, when I went to see him, he was telling me of his
preparations to go to Greenwood. He thought he might not go to Anderson
because the steps were too steep, but he would be ready for Greenwood. I am
glad that during his lifetime I often told him that I thought he was the best
Clerk of Court in the United States. In his death, his family, his friends,
his county, his state and his country have suffered an irreparable loss. An
affection so deep as to deserve the name of love, engendered from intimate
association with Wilbur for more than twenty years, precludes me from attempting to eulogize him. Emotion may control the judgment. Let it, therefore, suffice to be said that there was no friend of Wilbur White who did not
love him. He had no acquaintance who did not respect and admire him.
His sense of honor was never conscious of temptation, the slightest temptation.
His duty to his loved ones, to his friends, to his associates and to all mankind
was a paramount guide in his conduct of life.
"So useful was his life to the Western District of South Carolina and to
the State, so fraught with good to his fellow man and so exemplary in all the
aspects of life, that nothing short of the words 'Well Done' would constitute
a fitting tribute to his memory and his accomplishments."
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